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SRAFE g
The Art of Socialist Realism at Jeschke-Van Viiet in Berlin

Shanevich Visdimir Aleksesvich “Linder the sioes of peaoe”

BERLIN.- For the first tirme in Eurcpe, an exhibition is being presented, which is focused specifically on narrating the art hislorical pariod of Socialst
Realism in the formar Soviat Union,

©On the cocasion of the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Barlin Waill, 300 paintings are being exhibited in Berlin, These paintings reprasent an
extraordinary cross-section of the everyday |ifa of that time and conjure up the anxieties and ametionality of artists in an atmosphere of apparent calm and
detarmination.

Thess works ane prmarily reprasentations of labor in all ameas of life — in agricullure, in industry, in schools, ebc. - and addionally, landscapes, portrads.
and history paintings of epic scanes reaching from the Bolshavile Revolution of 1817 up o works dealing with World War i, The painlings wer created
babween the end of the 1930s and the 1980s in the U.5.5.R. and are part of a sizeable and unconveniional privale Ralian collection, which consists of 600
works that have been collected over the years.

The purpose of the cuhibition is to presant this penod in the absence of any palitical mothee: “Artists in the Soviet Union were chvil senants and wore
therafore not permitted to sell or give away ther works, because these were legally the property of the siate, as the patron that had comerissioned herm.
Ewary arfist manaped fo craate a space, in which o express his or ler humanity and workd-view, desplia working fof the state on official commissions.
Because of ihis, thoess viewers who are willing to search carafully, will find nteresting alemants that can be drawn from various detalls in the works.
Extraordinary discoverias wers made in the course of restoration and conservation work. These discovenss offer sulficient evidence to prave the
impartance of this historical pariod and is art:

« The camases are made of crede maberials: mostly burlap of pieces of canvas taken from miltary tents and sewn together. These matedals wene
adapted for thair new funciion by hand on he basis of traditlonal technlques.

* Indusirial products were not uzed o prime the majonity of the cameses either—instead, this was done by hand with crude matedals such as cemant
powdar ram construction sites or bollad vegetabla oil

Even though they were execuled accontding fo precise instructions from the poliical leadership of the U.5.5.R., the amworks testify to hurmanity and
individual exparence = to an extraordinary and exciling mixture of stuggle, joy and sormow. They were offen cartied out with an mastery of
technique: Special analyses have revealad that thare ame no preliminary drawings undar the paint surface. This offers a chear proof of the talent of those
artists, who maintainad proper propodions and produced styfistically consistent works, even while working with a paletie knife in a vifuoso painbe iy
manner on gigantic paintings of up to 10 m®. A large number of notes on the reverse sides of the canvases relate anacdoles aboul varkous talentod ardists,
who had to vk at other jobs in order to feed themsehves and their farilies: an interesting and poetic trace and indication of lived history. (Excerpt from a
wiitlen stalement by the curators of the exhibiion)
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