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The Art of Socialist Realism Aunction at Jeschke-Van Viiet i
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Wyacheslay Vasilovich Tokarev - Spoach. 19600 - Qi on canvas. 134 om & 208 cm - Private Collection

BERLIN.- Far the first time in Europe, an exhibition is being presented, which is focused specifically on narrating the art historical period of Socialist Realism
im the farmer Saviet Unbon. On the occasion of the 28th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, 300 paintings are being exhibited in Berlin, Theso paintimgs
represent an extracrdinary cross-section of the everyday life of that time and conjure up the anxietics and smotionality of artists in an atmosphens of apparent calm and
determination. On 6 November 2009 at 19.00 our special auction BEHIND THE IROMN CURTAIN - Art of Socialist Realism place at Jeschke-Van Viiet in Berlin

Tzt works are primarily representations of lsbor m all arcas of life - n agnculiere, in industry, in schools, e, - and additionally, lndscapes, portraitz snd history
paintings of epic scenes reaching from the Bolshovik Revolution of 1917 wp to works dealing with Woeld War 1L The paintings were created between the end of the
19305 and the 19805 in the 15,8 R. and are part of & sizeable and unconventional private lalian collaction, which consists of 600 works that bave been collested over
the years,

The purpose of the exhibition is lo present this period in the absence of any political motive: “Artists in the Sovied Union were civil servants amd were therefore nos
permitied o sell or give away their works, because these were legally the property of the stale, a5 the patron that had commissioned them. Every artist managed o croate
a space, m which 1o express his or ber humanity and world-view, despite working for the state on official commissions. Because of this, those viewers who are willing 1o
search carefully, will find interesting chements that can be drawn from various details in the works. Extreordinary discoverics were made in the courss of restoration and
comservalion work. These discoveries ofler sulficient evidence 1o prove the importance of this historical period and iis art:



*The canvases are made of crade materials. mostly barlap or pieces of canvas taken from military tents and scwn
together. Thes: materials were adapted for their new function by hand oo the basis of taditional fechnigues,

*Indusirial products wene not wsed 1o prime the majority of the canvases cither—instead, s was done by hand with
crude materials sich as cenvent powder from constrischion siles or bodled vegetable ail.

Ewen thoaph they wers exscuted acconding to procise instructions from the pokitical leadership of the UL.S.5.R., the
artworks testify to humanity and individusl experience - to an extraordinery and exciting mixture of stagple, jov and
sorrow. They were ofien carried out with an amazing mastery of technigue: Specinl anslyses have revealed that there
are no prolmminary drawings under the paint srface. This offiers a clear proof of the alent of these antista, who
mainiained proper proportions and prodoced stylistically consishent works, even while working with a paleite knife
& viriuoso painterly manner on gigantic paintings of up to 10 m?, A large namber of nofes on the reverse sides of the
canvases relnte aneodoles ahout various talented artists, who had to work at other jobs in order 1o feed themselves and
their familice: an infcresting and poetic trace and indication of lived history, (Excerpt from a writlen statement by fhe
curators of the exhibition)



